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L e tter No . LBS 49 
D . B lackm an Esq . , 
Book ers S to re s Ltd. 
L W / E A W 
28th M a r ch , 19 69 . 
D ear David, / 
You will know I b e lieve of the Booker l;!r i z e fo r fi c t ion . I 
This i s one of th e bigges t literary prize s given. It i s £ 5, 000 and 
the winne r is t o b e announced on April 22nd. One o f the p roblems 
about thi s par ticular prize is that nobody will know t h e name o f the 
book o r the a u thor until the 22nd April. There i s boun d to b e a ;;ood 
d e a l of publicit y whe n the prezcntation i s m ade . Inclecd only today 
the r e wa s a c e rtain amount of di s cuss ion on th e m o rning ncw c and 
there i s a p r o gramrne on Saturday d e aling w ith thi s particula r award. 
I have arranged for John Murphy t o send twe lve cop i es 
of the winning book p e rsonally addressed to y ou and with i t t h ere will 
be c ix p o s t e r s each 30'. ' x 20", and one replica of th e sta tue th a t i s 
b e ing g ive n t o the prizewinner. It i s awfully difficult to ensur e tha t 
nob ody knows the name of the prizewinner befo r e Apr il 2 2 nd, but as 
no copy of the order will be s ent to you and no r eference to the title 
o f the book will appe ar on the docum.ents ac companyin g the books, 
and s o long as you can arrani:;e for the parc el no t t o b e ope n e d until 
the 22nd, the neces sary d egree of secrecy should be pre s e:.v ed. 
It was difficult to know how many books to send you. 
I hope twelve turns out to be too few. It s e eme d to me that a t t h is 
stage I could commit you to an unlimited nun.her. 
• f0°1' 1 ,. ,,. .' ' 
Yours sincerely, 
L. Wha r rad . 
) 
